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Daniyaal’s Story – Traditional 
Islamic Arabic Calligraphy 

 

The Beginning: 
 
Daniyaal is an artist living in South Leeds 
with a passion for Traditional Islamic Arabic 
Calligraphy, film-making and community 
engagement. Daniyaal originally expressed a 
wish to introduce members of his community 
to the beauty and spiritual reach of 
Traditional Islamic Arabic Calligraphy. His 
goal was not only to showcase the art form 
but also to build confidence in connecting 
with others and explore his potential as a 
facilitator and teacher.  
 
With support from members of the Slung 
Low team and the Small Sparks grant, 
Daniyaal began to explore opportunities that 
would enable him to bring this vision to life. 
He wanted to create a workshop so that he 
could begin to impart the knowledge he has 
accrued in Arabic Calligraphy and try his 
hand at teaching others this skill.   
 

The Journey: 
 
Daniyaal’s journey began with an 
exhibition at the Holbeck Gala, where he 
displayed examples of his calligraphy. 
 
This public engagement sparked 
conversations and interest from 
community members, especially families 
and young people. Inspired by this 
response, Daniyaal developed a 
workshop to introduce children to the art 
of Islamic calligraphy using traditional 
materials and inks.  
 
With guidance from the Slung Low team, 
Daniyaal planned and delivered the 
workshop, ensuring it was inclusive, safe, 
and engaging. The session received 
excellent feedback from participants and 
their families, highlighting the warmth 
and authenticity of the experience. 
 
 

 

“It was my first time using a 
traditional bamboo Qalam and I 
loved it”.  

Workshop participant 
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Daniyaal reflected on the personal growth this opportunity offered:   
 
“The funding made it possible for me to hold exhibition during the Holbeck Gala, 
and to run a structured workshop where I was able to introduce traditional 
Islamic calligraphy to children and families, many of whom had never seen or 
experienced it in person before. For me, this wasn’t just about art —it was about 
creating a space where our community could feel proud of our identity, our 
language, our roots.”   
 
 

 
 

The Impact: 
 
The impact of Daniyaal’s work has been far-reaching. For the community, it created 
a space to explore identity, language, and heritage in a way that was accessible 
and celebratory. For Daniyaal, it was a powerful affirmation of his gifts—not just 
as an artist, but as a teacher and connector.  
The success of the initial workshop has led Daniyaal to plan future sessions, 
expanding his role as a facilitator and deepening his ties within Holbeck and 
Beeston. With continued support from Slung Low, Daniyaal is being signposted to 
further opportunities to exhibit his work.   
 
“On a personal level, this experience gave me something, too. It gave me a chance 
to step into a role that isn’t just about creating, but about teaching, guiding, 
facilitating. It reminded me that Islamic calligraphy isn’t just a visual tradition —it’s 
a spiritual and emotional one. And when it’s shared sincerely, it can open people up 
in unexpected ways.” (Daniyaal).  
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